


SEASCAPE_
International journal registered
at the Court of Padova under the number 
2522/2021 − November 8th, 2021.

Number:
04_ SETTLEMENTS (January-June 2024)

Editor and Owner: PRIMICERI EDITORE SRLS
Registered office: Via Savonarola 217 – 35137 
Padova, Italy
Phone: +39 049 7361501
Mail: editorial.seascape@gmail.com

Director: 
Sebastiano Venneri
Editorial and Artistic Director: 
Michele Manigrasso

Editorial Board: 
Stefanos Antoniadis, Michele Manigrasso, Salvatore 
Primiceri, Sebastiano Venneri
Scientific Committee:
Rachelle Alterman, Carmen Andriani,  Massimo 
Angrilli, Angela Barbanente,  Alberto Basset, Camilo 
Mateo Botero,  Harry Coccossis, Carlos Dias 
Coelho, Matteo di Venosa, Valter Fabietti,  Romeo 
Farinella, Sérgio Padrão Fernandes, Carola Hein, 
Anna Lambertini, Stefano Landi, Stefano Margiotta, 
Alessandro Martinelli, Nicola Martinelli, Linda 
McElduff, Piero Medagli, Daniela Moderini, Francesc 
Muñoz, Sergio Negri, João Ferreira Nunes, Diego 
Paltrinieri, Mario Parise, Enzo Pranzini, Giovanni 
Randazzo, Michelangelo Russo, Josè Sanchez, Paolo 
Sansò,  Davide Servente, Luigi Stendardo,  Angelo 
Tursi, Edoardo Zanchini
Editorial Staff:
Giulia Motta Zanin (editor-in-chief ), Lia Fedele, 
Amedeo Minischetti, Beatrice Moretti, Nimoe Priore, 
Silvia Sivo, Silvia Tauro
Scientific Secretary: 
Giulia Motta Zanin
Graphic design and layout:
Michele Manigrasso
Web design:
Amedeo Minischetti
English text reviewer:
by Editorial Staff

Circulation: 500 copies
Print ISSN: 2785-7638
Electronic ISSN: 2974-6191

Web site: www.seascape.it

Cover prize (Italy): 16 €
Subscription prize (Italy): 60 €

Printed by E. Lui Tipografia s.r.l. - Reggiolo (RE)

SEASCAPE © 2024 Primiceri Editore. Issue distributed 
under Licence Creative Commons Attribution - non 
commercial - Share alike 4.0 International

The publisher is exonerated from any responsibility for 
infringement of intellectual property rights relating to 
texts and images.

SETTLEMENTS
EVOLVING ECOLOGIES ACROSS THE LAND-SEA BORDER

Edited by Primiceri Editore
in collaboration with Legambiente 

and Italian Coastal Landscapes Observatory

with the contribution of
Degree Course in Sustainable Habitat Sciences of Pescara

Department of Architecture of Pescara

CONTRIBUTIONS BY:

ANDREA CADELANO - GIOVANNI BATTISTA COCCO - HARRY COCCOSSIS  
KEVIN DI CHELLO - LIA FEDELE - ELENA KASSELOURI - ANDREA MANCA  
MICHELE MANIGRASSO - MANLIO MICHIELETTO - ROSARIO PAVIA - NIMOE 
PRIORE  - ALESSANDRA SCHMID -  SILVIA SIVO - SILVIA TAURO - ALEX VAILATI 
SEBASTIANO VENNERI 

SEASCAPE is a biannual journal (in digital and print versions) that aims to represent an 
international reference for the exchange of knowledge and experiences about themes and problems 
concerning the coastal areas of the world. Every year, Seascape organizes 2 calls (one for each 
semester) open to the entire national and international scientific community, in order to select a 
shortlist of articles on specific topics. The identification of the papers to be published is entrusted 
to the Scientific Committee and to external scholars and takes place via  a double blind peer review.
Seascape has its own Code of ethics, drawn up according to the guidelines of the Committee on 
Publication Ethics (COPE). Seascape is committed to the respect of high standards of ethical 
behavior at all stages of the publication process. Authors, members of the editorial staff and 
members of the scientific committee, as well as publishers, are required to respect what is stated 
in the code of ethics.

4



[EDITORIAL - EDITORIALE]
COASTAL SETTLEMENTS: CONFLICTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
INSEDIAMENTI COSTIERI: CONFLITTI E OPPORTUNITÀ
Harry COCCOSSIS

SETTLEMENTS
SCIENTIFIC DOSSIER
Edited by Lia FEDELE, Silvia SIVO, Silvia TAURO

GAZES - SGUARDI CONCLUDING NOTES

IN
DE

X

  82
  93

  94

  14  
23

  24  
33

  34  
41

  43
  47

  56  
65

  48     
55

  66
  72

  74
  81

LAND-SEA BORDERS AND TOURISM.
TOWARDS A NEW FORM OF COASTAL HOSPITALITY IN ITALY

BORDI TERRA-MARE E TURISMO.
VERSO UNA NUOVA FORMA DI OSPITALITÀ COSTIERA IN ITALIA
Michele MANIGRASSO

FIGURE E FORME DELL’INSEDIAMENTO COSTIERO TURISTICO IN SARDEGNA.
IL CASO DEI GRANDI COMPLESSI RICETTIVI “PIONIERI”

FIGURES AND FORMS OF TOURIST COASTAL SETTLEMENT IN SARDINIA.
THE CASE OF THE LARGE “PIONEER” HOTELS
Giovanni Battista COCCO - Andrea MANCA

I PAESAGGI DELLA MITILICOLTURA NEL MAR PICCOLO DI TARANTO.
INTERAZIONI TRA LUOGHI, ECOLOGIE ED ECONOMIE, PER UN PROGETTO DI PAESAGGIO IN TRANSIZIONE

THE LANDSCAPES OF MUSSEL FARMING IN THE MAR PICCOLO OF TARANTO. INTERACTIONS BETWEEN 
PLACES, ECOLOGIES AND ECONOMIES, FOR A LANDSCAPE PROJECT IN TRANSITION
Alessandra  SCHMID

TRA PORTO E CITTÀ.
WATERFRONTS, GREEN PORTS, SMART CITIES 

BETWEEN PORT AND CITY. 
WATERFRONTS, GREEN PORTS, SMART CITIES
Rosario PAVIA

THE LIMINAL SPACE.
LAGOON REGENERATION PROJECTS IN SAINT-ELENA ISLAND, VENICE

LO SPAZIO LIMINALE.
PROGETTI DI RIGENERAZIONE LAGUNARE ALL’ISOLA DI SANT’ELENA, VENEZIA
Manlio MICHIELETTO

MULTISPECIES DELTA INHABITATION.
A REFLECTION ON THE MEDITERRANEAN COASTAL TERRITORIES

L’ABITARE MULTI-SPECIE DEL DELTA. 
UNA RIFLESSIONE SUI TERRITORI COSTIERI DEL MEDITERRANEO
Elena  KASSELOURI

IMMAGINARE IL PORTO.
L’ESPANSIONE DEL PORTO DI SUAPE (BRASILE) E IL CONFLITTO PER LA MEMORIA

IMAGINING THE PORT. 
SUAPE HARBOR EXPANSION (BRASIL) AND THE STRUGGLE OVER MEMORY
Alex VAILATI

SOVRAPPOSIZIONI SULLA COSTA. RIFLESSIONI SU UNA METODOLOGIA DI ANALISI ORIENTATA 
AL PROGETTO DEI TERRITORI DELLA PESCA. IL CASO DI MARCEDDÌ (SARDEGNA)

OVERLAPPING ON THE COAST. REFLECTIONS ON A METHODOLOGY OF ANALYSIS ORIENTED 
TOWARDS THE PLANNING OF FISHING TERRITORIES. THE CASE OF MARCEDDÌ (SARDINIA)
Andrea CADELANO

Im
pi

an
ti 

pe
r l

o 
sto

cc
ag

gi
o 

di
 g

as
 li

qu
id

o 
e 

ce
re

al
i l

un
go

 il
 M

ar
ge

m
 S

ul
,

 A
lm

ad
a,

 P
or

to
ga

llo
. P

ho
to

 b
y 

S.
 A

nt
on

ia
di

s ©
 2

01
6

OFF SEASON. GAZES UPON ABRUZZO COAST

FUORI STAGIONE. SGUARDI SULLE COSTE ABRUZZESI
Kevin DI CHELLO - Nimoe PRIORE

VERSO UN NUOVO CICLO DI RIFLESSIONI 

TOWARDS A NEW CYCLE OF THINKING
Michele MANIGRASSO - Sebastiano VENNERI



T his atlas was created to denounce 
the conditions of the waterfronts 
of the Abruzzo towns of 

Montesilvano, Pescara, and Francavilla 
al Mare, during the winter season. This 
20km-long stretch of coast presents a 
varied morphology of its interface and 
the materials it consists of alternate long 
stretches occupied by the city with its 
facilities with small free fragments where 
nature still finds space. 

Analysing the coast from north to 
south, starting from Montesilvano and 
continuing along the waterfronts of Pe-
scara and Francavilla al Mare, the six 
identified themes allow us to show a par-
ticularly fragile and unstable coast, where 
natural problems overlap with those of 
anthropic origin. The changes/adapta-
tions primarily concern the beach resorts, 
which, depending on the needs, provide 
for the circumscription of their spaces. 
The sea of umbrellas disappears, giving 
way to a new landscape made of artificial 
dunes and large blocks of concrete depo-
sited on the ground for protection. This 
informal and spontaneous phenomenon 
of space modelling between land and sea 
is intended to guarantee protection from 

FUORI STAGIONE. Sguardi sulle coste abruzzesi

L’alternanza delle stagioni contribuisce ai cambiamenti 
morfologici dei bordi d’acqua sabbiosi. L’arrivo dell’inverno, 
il progressivo abbassamento delle temperature e la chiusura 
delle attività turistiche comportano significative alterazioni 
del paesaggio, alcune dovute all’azione informale, spontanea 
e fuori controllo di tanti gestori degli stabilimenti balneari, 
altre di origine naturale. Infatti, solo apparentemente le 
spiagge d’inverno sono spazi in attesa, dove il tempo sembra 
essersi fermato... la natura con il suo continuo rigenerarsi, a 
volte silenzioso, a volte rumoroso, tenta di affermare la propria 
presenza, tra le pieghe del suolo instabile, tra le attrezzature 
chiuse e accatastate, nei pochi tratti liberi dal cemento dove 
fiumi e torrenti incontrano il mare. 

Questo reportage fotografico, realizzato lungo le spiagge di 
tre centri abruzzesi, Montesilvano, Pescara e Francavilla al 
Mare, restituisce i caratteri del fenomeno rispetto a sei temi 
principali: l’adattamento informale della spiaggia, gli orizzonti 
di pietra, i fronti urbani, l’edilizia vacante o incompleta, le foci 
dei corsi d’acqua con vegetazione spontanea. Le osservazioni 
riportate di seguito sottolineano ancora una volta l’alternanza 
senza soluzione di continuità di segmenti artificiali intervallati 
da poche pause naturali lungo la “città lineare” adriatica; 
indirettamente questo lavoro intende sottolineare le tante 
mancanze nella gestione delle nostre spiagge e del bisogno che 
invece abbiamo di prendercene cura, non solo d’estate quando 
rappresentano interessi ampi, per le vacanze e l’economia, ma 
anche d’inverno, quando vivono una diversa vulnerabilità.
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strong storms and consequent 
flooding. The wooden panelling 
and temporary fences made 
with various materials to 
protect themselves not only 
from possible storms but also 
from possible vandalism, 
actually, construct an even more 
unstable landscape, contributing 
to increasing the sense of 
uncertainty and mutability 

of a context by its nature in 
continuous movement. Walking 
along these beaches, the horizon 
has disappeared. In other 
words, the natural line where 
the sky meets the sea has been 
replaced by a "stone horizon," 
namely barriers parallel to 
the coast and transversal 
groynes that aim to mitigate 
the erosion phenomenon but 
actually move the problem 
downstream, and with a domino 
effect, the view continues to be 
modified. These are outdated 
systems that science attacks 
because the costs incurred are 
much higher than the benefits 
recorded. Furthermore, these 
systems slow down the water 
circulation, which stagnating 
promotes the proliferation of 
toxic algae and a whole series 
of other negative effects. 

The urban interface deve- 
loped over the years is quite 
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heterogeneous. Not only is the 
interface of settlement fabrics 
rather continuous and massive 
(especially in Montesilvano and 
Pescara), but in many stretches, 
the unscrupulous consumption 
of soil and the attractiveness 
of occupying the beaches 
for tourist activities have 
separated the coastline from the 
beaches: both perceptually and 
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functionally, because most of 
the beaches are privatised. From 
Montesilvano to Francavilla, 
one encounters hotels invading 
the beach, resorts defacing the 
existing vegetation, and what 
was once the back of many 
buildings has now become the 
new front of the seafront. And 
then the vacant buildings, in 
an advanced state of decay, 
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constitute a danger to public 
safety, as well as significantly 
damaging the perception of 
this space. Decayed structures 
can collapse, causing damage to 
people and property; moreover, 
these buildings often become 
refuges for illegal activities 
and are subject to continuous 
vandalism and fires, further 
aggravating the degradation of 
the surrounding areas. 

But there is not only the 
abandonment of buildings 
that have concluded their "life 
cycle", but also lifeless bodies: 
buildings whose construction 
has never been completed. 
These "skeletons" of unfinished 
constructions, often the result of 
failed investments or interrupted 
projects, not only deface the 
landscape but also represent a 
waste of economic resources, a 
potential danger to public safety, 
and contribute to worsening 
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the micro-climatic conditions 
on hot summer days, especially 
because most are "concrete 
behemoths'' strongly heat-
absorbing. Anthropic pressure 
is not only registered through 
muscular building structures, 
active or abandoned, but also in 
the degraded conditions of the 
river and stream mouths. 
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The almost total absence 
of management, maintenance, 
and cleaning of these spaces is 
evident, few natural stretches 
that pause the "long concrete 
walls" of the city facing the sea: 
illegal dumps along the banks 
create a disturbing postcard, 
testimony to the deep inaction 
by administrations and the lack 
of attention and care by citizens 
and tourists. Yet, it is possible 
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to glimpse a natural reaction to 
all this. A reaction that should 
make one reflect. 

The spontaneous  regene-
ration of vegetation, deprived 
of its life during the summer 
season, claims every space 
momentarily deserted. Among 
the lowered umbrellas and 
empty chairs of the resorts, the 
vegetation makes its way with 
determination. The urban spaces, 
neglected by the distracted 
gaze of the authorities, become 
theatres of an unstoppable 
rebirth. The artificial dunes, 
improperly shaped by human 
hand, are reconquered by nature 
with surprising power. Here, 
between the folds of sand and 
bare rocks, courageous plants 
sprout, ready to challenge wind 
and sun to claim their place. 
And it is not only the flora that 
benefits from this rebirth... the 
revived dunes transform into 
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sanctuaries for a varied local 
fauna, seabirds glide among 
the tufts of grass, while small 
animals find refuge among the 
roots of the shrubs. The beaches, 
dominated by humans during 
the beautiful season, become 
a lush and vibrant habitat, 
pulsing with life and energy. The 
spontaneous regeneration along 
the coast is a process of rebirth, 

a silent celebration of the power 
of nature, of its healing and 
renewal power that should 
make everyone reflect: those 
who plan, those who design, 
those who manage, those who 
maintain, those who inhabit this 
wonderful coastal landscape, 
which is beauty and fragility in 
constant movement.
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